FROM   SEA    TO    SKY

officer, but their operational role was not very clearly defined,
and just at that time the Western front had become very static.
Westminster asked me to come and see a shoot with one of his
three-pounder armoured lorries. We went in his Rolls car to the
scene of action near Neuve Chapelle, stopping the night at General
Rawlinson's headquarters near MerviUe en route. In the very early
dawn of the following morning we drove in the armoured lorry
to a position just behind our front line and at 1,500 yards range
opened fire at a rained cottage which the Germans were using
as a machine-gun post- We had not fired many rounds before a
sleepy and tousled head poked itself out of the remains of a
house close to our firing position and its owner asked what the
hell we thought we were doing disturbing the calm of his specially
selected forward observation post, which he was operating for a
battery of fifteen-inch howitzers further back. He said he had
had nothing near him since he had been there and that now we
had gone and spoilt it all I fear he was right for no sooner had
we demolished the objective and begun to move off than the
Boche started to shell the position from which we had been firing.
It seemed difficult to be ofiensive with armoured cars in static
warfare without offending one's friends. I saw much of West-
minster at this time and was sorry when he left with his armoured
cars for Egypt, where he did some excellent work against the
Senussi in a country more suited to such mobile warfare.

At home, my wife was still living at Warsash and in my short
leave periods I was able to see something of her and daughter
Janet On June I3th (1915) our first son was born, later to be
christened Richard Maitland. Food rationing had not yet come
in and I could still use my private car, at that time a very reliable
and solid 16 kp. French Brasier.

British Expeditionary Force Headquarters were at St. Omer
and I met there Generals Sir William Robertson, Chief of Staff,
and Sir Henry Wilson. Sir Henry was in charge of the French
mission and this very brilliant general impressed me immensely.
I remember having an argument with him about the submarine
warfare, then becoming very acute; the U-boats were causing
considerable trouble in the channel and approaches to our ports
and the sinking of our merchant ships was increasing. Sir Henry
ccmteMted that just as cavalry opposed cavalry, gun countered
giBV Irtish submarines should be able to deal with the German
ffibnaames. I endeavoured to convince him that the problem of
identifying submarines was not an easy one, and un-
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